The paper presents the results of research of agriculture of the countries of the Western Balkans in the period of 2002-2009. Specifically, general economic (GDP per capita, share of agriculture in GDP, inflation rate, and unemployment rate), resource (share of arable land in the total utilized agricultural land, of employees in agriculture in the total number of employees, and of rural population in the total population), and value indicators (value added of agriculture in % of GDP, value added of agriculture per employee in agriculture, producers' prices of wheat, corn, and bovine milk, share of agriculture in the values of export and import) were compared.
Introduction
The Balkan countries have acceded to the European Union at different paces. Greece became an EC/EU member way back in 1981. Compared to Bulgaria and Romania, Slovenia had much more efficiently and faster overcome all the obstacles and became a full member of the European Union in 2004, while the other two countries achieved that in 2007.
Where have the other Balkan countries been in this process in the meantime? In April 1997, the Council of the European Union adopted the so-called Policy of Regional Accession for the countries of the "Western Balkans". The "Western Balkans" is the term that denotes the territory of the former Yugoslavia, excluding Slovenia, but including Albania.
The Policy of Regional Accession set political and economic requirements for commencement of bilateral cooperation with the above states. The established approach was supplemented by the initiative that came about three years later (in May 1999) when the European Commission came out with the project, which was called the Process of Stabilization and Accession.
Unification of Europe will not be completed until the countries of the Western Balkans are included as well. At the Summit in Thessaloniki, in June 2003, member states of the Council of Europe solemnly stated that the future of the Balkan countries is in the European Union. Thereby they gave a strong endorsement to the integration of the countries of the Western Balkans in the EU.
However, the requirements for accession are numerous and demanding and long-lasting for the majority of the counties of this region. Delay in the process of joining the EU has additionally deepened the gap in the development level and economic potentials of the countries from the territory of the former Yugoslavia, on the one hand, and of the European Union, on the other. In addition to the problems of legal-political/institutional nature, there are also economic obstacles for the Western Balkans. Trade incentives provided by this process (first of all, opening of the market of the Union by abolishing the duties) have not been used in the best way in view of the fact that the counties in the region, due to poorly developed economic systems, insufficient competitiveness, and non-harmonization with the standards and qualities of their respective goods and services with those in the EU, have not increased their respective export capacities in the EU market. The reasons for that should be looked for in the modest national production, poor competitiveness, and pronouncedly unstable market and business environments, which turn foreign investors off. All of the above limitations are also related to agriculture as the economic activity of outstanding importance in this region.
The subject matter of the research in this paper includes the state and problems of agriculture in the countries of the 94 Western Balkans. The aim of the paper is to compare the levels of development and preparedness of agricultures of these countries for the European integrations. For the purpose of detailed analysis of the subject matter and the aim of the research, the paper analyzes the indicators of economic development, resource potentials, and values of agriculture development indicators. Comparison between the countries of the Western Balkans is applied in order to point to the differences between the countries of the region, in the context of their future integration with the EU. The time period of research is 2004-2009 because of comparability of the available statistical data. Sources of data are Eurostat, FAO, CIA, the World Bank, as well as the so far research works on this topic.
Results of research and discussion

General economic indicators
According to the economic theory, there is a tight correlation between the level of agricultural and economic development. The higher the level of economic development, the higher is level of agricultural development, and vice versa. For that reason, in this chapter, the authors are investigating the main indicators of economic development, based on which the levels of economic development of the countries of the Western Balkans are analyzed. They are: GDP per capita, inflation rate, unemployment rate, and the share of agriculture in GDP.
According to the available statistical data in Table 1 , it follows that Croatia has the highest level of economic development, measured by the level of GDP per capita, while UNMNIK Kosovo has the lowest one. In the observed period, the growth of GDP/pc has been noticed in all the countries up to 2009, in which the fall in the region as a whole was recorded, due to the well known reasons (the world economic crisis).
The inflation rate varies from country to country and it is the highest in Serbia, which cannot be appraised positively.
The reasons for such a high inflation should be looked for in excessive public spending. The lowest inflation rate, observed in the entire period was recorded in Croatia (Table 2) .
Although declining, the highest unemployment rate in the observed countries is recorded in UNMNIK Kosovo and FYROM (over 40% and 30% respectively) . From the data in Table 3 , it can be stated that the lowest unemployment rate is in Croatia, which, in resent years, approached the average unemployment rate in the EU-27.
In addition to the above stated, an important indicator of economic development is also the share of agriculture in generation of GDP. Today, majority of economists value branches of economy according to their share in the gross domestic product and thus agriculture is at the bottom of the priority list. As opposed to that, a high share of agriculture in BDP indicates that other economic sectors are insufficiently developed. It is the developed countries that have a low share of agriculture in generation of BDP, because the main agents of economy in those countries are other sectors. That share amounts to up to 3% with the dominant service sector (Beg et al., 2010) . Montenegro n/a n/a n/a n/a 7.4 3. From the data in Table 4 , it is noticeable that the situation in the region of the Western Balkans is different, even when compared with the world average of the share of agriculture in forming BDP. The highest value of this indicator is recorded in Albania (as the least developed country in the region) and the lowest one in Croatia.
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Resource indicators
The region of the Western Balkans has production and manpower potentials, first of all, arable land, forests, waters, favorable climatic factors, developed science and technologies, skilled manpower, diligent farmers, etc. Continental, moderate continental, and Mediterranean climates collide in this territory. Moreover, the region has low-land, rolling country, hilly, mountainous, and littoral regions, in which versatile agricultural production can be organized (crop, vegetable, fruit, grape, animal production) . Major capacities of foodstuff industry are located there (Tomi , 2008) . For the purpose of understanding the state and problems of agriculture of the Western Balkans, it is necessary to analyze the available resources in this region.
If the share of arable in the total used land is observed, it is noticed that certain countries (Croatia and Serbia) have a relatively high share in the observed period. However, that share is close to average values for the EU-12 (Csaki, Jambor, 2010) .
In addition to the physical resources, which include arable and agricultural land, a very important factor of development is also the human capital, or human resources. In knowledge-based economy, human resources, or intellectual capital as a factor of new economy plays the key role in the 21 st century, first of all in raising the productivity and competitiveness (price and non-price competitiveness). Intellectual capital creates added value. In addition to the increase of total revenues and profit, permanent increase of added value must be the motive for business operation of economic operators. That is actually the indicator of success in business operation in a longer time period. Table 6 shows the share of employees in agriculture in the total number of employees, which quite differs and varies from country to country, being the highest in Albania, somewhat lower in Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and in Macedonia, and significantly lower in Croatia and particularly in Montenegro. Serbia n/a 17.7 n/a n/a n/a Macedonia 10.7 10.0 9.1 9.2 8.5 UNMNIK Kosovo n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a UNMNIK Kosovo n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a Montenegro n/a n/a 244 246 n/a n/a 39 40 Serbia n/a n/a 4,758 4,741 n/a n/a 48 48
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It can be noticed from the data in Table 7 that the share of rural population in the total one in the region of the Western Balkans was insignificantly reduced in the period of 1999-2007. That share is still high if we compare it with the data from former research works (Csaki, Jambor, 2010) , according to which 34% of the population of the new EU member counties live in rural regions.
Value indicators
Value added of agriculture in the percentage amount of GDP for the observed period is shown in Table 8 .Value added is the net output of a sector after adding up all outputs and subtracting intermediate inputs. It is calculated without making deductions for depreciation of fabricated assets or depletion and degradation of natural resources. The origin of value added is determined by the International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC), revision 3.
Agriculture value added per worker is a measure of agricultural productivity, which measures the output of the agricultural sector (ISIC divisions 1-5) less the value of intermediate inputs.
The data in Table 9 indicate that the highest productivity in agriculture is achieved in Croatia, then in Bosnia and Herzegovina. However, these statements of the authors must be taken with a pinch of salt due to limitations with respect to the available data. Productivity in agriculture in less developed countries represents a small share of the total productivity. Raising of agricultural productivity is the key for income growth of employees in this sector.
If we analyze the available data on the producers' prices of the main agricultural products, we can notice that they are the highest in Albania, and the lowest in Serbia, with the emphasis that there are no available data for Montenegro and UMNIK Kosovo for the period of [2005] [2006] [2007] (Table 10) . This indicates that the price competitiveness of the analyzed agricultural products is the highest in Serbia.
The CEFTA Agreement, which was signed by the countries of the Western Balkans plus Moldavia, enabled consolidation into one agreement of the existing level of trade liberalization achieved through a network of bilateral agreements on free trade that had been previously concluded between the members. In addition to the above stated, conditions for further stimulation of investments, expansion of trade in goods and services have been improved through equitable, clear, stable, and predictable rules. Circulation of goods and services in this region has been facilitated and fair conditions for competition as well as protection of intellectual property rights have been provided. Based on the former research works by authors from the region (Vuković & Vizjak, 2001, Krizmanić; Tomić et al., 2008; Ćejvanović et al., 2009) , it can be stressed that the CEFTA Agreement has a positive impact on the structure and volume of foreign trade between the member countries. Additionally, it indirectly contributes to the harmonic development and expansion of trade at the international level.
Based on the data presented in Table 11 , it can be concluded that Albania, B&H, and Macedonia have significantly higher shares of agriculture in the total import than Croatia and Serbia. At the same time, in the structure of the total exports of Macedonia and particularly Serbia, agriculture still has a high share -which is the consequence of deindustrialization of economy in those countries in the course of the past decades. 
Conclusion
Based on the conducted research, the following conclusions can be drawn:
The countries of the Western Balkans have a rather low level of economic development measured by the main economic indicators (GDP per capita, inflation rate, unemployment rate, and share of agriculture in generation of GDP).
Physical and intellectual capital in this region is significant, but insufficiently exploited. The number of employees in agriculture and the number of rural population are rather high. That means that other sectors of economy are insufficiently developed.
The level of productivity of manpower and land in agriculture of these countries is also rather low. That is also reflected on the level of competitiveness of agriculture, which is also very low.
If they wish to speed up the processes of integration in the EU, the countries of the Western Balkans must improve the indicators of the level of economic development, faster implement the international norms and standards, develop market economy, ensure legal security, and reduce administrative limitations. These are the preconditions for a more efficient doing business, raising of the level of economic development of the region, improvement of the quality of life, faster rural and regional developmentwithout which there shall be no successful integration in the European Union.
